
Hello Guides & Princesses:

 Seasons Greetings to you all.
 
We have had great turnouts at all the
Nation events this year. We had record
numbers at Skate Night, The Nation Picnic,
a record 232 people at The Pilgrim Feast and
now more than 250 at the 'wet' Granada Hills
Parade.Greg Hamlin did another fine job by
providing the two floats for the parade that
were previewed at the feast.
 
The Pilgrim Feast had 232 excited members
enjoying the usual fine fare of ribs and chicken
organized by the Chumash Tribe with the
Blackfeet helping out with the set up of the
hall at Our Lady of Lourdes. Jim Jenkins
never fails to produce a great event patch
design for this event!
 
Thanks go out to all of you who participated
in the first ever raffle during dinner. Up for
grabs were a 27" TV and a CD player that had
been donated to the YMCA. I am pleased to
inform you that the the total amount raised
was a whopping $730!!!  The 'Y' will put the
money to good use, thank you again.
 

During the campfire we welcomed forty some
new members to the Ga Sioux Nation.  I think
this was the first time they were introduced to
'Super Lizard' and the rest Josie and Terry's
repertoire! It is always a lot of fun to watch the
kids take part in those songs!!! Thanks to
Mitch Tucker and Tim Smith for helping
extinguish the camp fire at the end of the
evening.
 
Josie left the event with a car full of canned
food goods to be donated to Blythe Street
Families / Casa Esperanza, an organization that
helps out low income families. Again to your
generosity we can make a difference to some
folks less fortunate than ourselves.
 
Camp Whittle is next up on our agenda on
January 2 - 4. Judging by the recent low
temperatures we may be in for some snow up
at camp although to date there  has only been
a small amount. Last year  was great fun as we
had the most snow  that I remember in the last
seven years.
 
The camp BBQ's will be available for use to
anyone arriving early on Friday night and
wishing to cook their own dinner. Camp will
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provide hot chocolate and cookies only on
Friday evening.
 
As I am writing this message, I see from the
news on TV that Sadaam Hussein has been
captured!!! What better holiday gift could
we all ask for than to feel a little safer as we go
about our daily lives! Our thoughts and
prayers should go out to our troops overseas
at this special time of year as they strive to
make our world a safer place.
 
It was good to see Joe Orr, a past Nation Chief
at a recent 'Y' dinner being awarded with 'The
Volunteer of the Year Award' for all his time
and dedication to the 'Y'. Joe has been in our
program for many years both as an adult and a
child with his own father.  Congratulations
Joe!
 
I will have more information for you all on
The Annual Support Campaign which will be
kicking off shortly in the next edition of
Smoke Signals. It would be nice for each tribe
to find a way to participate in some way this
year.
 
Until Camp Whittle I would like to wish
everyone Happy Holiday season,
See you all soon,
 
Brian Williams
Nation Chief 
 

NATION CALENDAR
2003 - 2004

Camp Whittle Jan. 2 - 4

Cosmic Bowling Feb. 7

Camp Fox March 12 - 14

Nation Event April

Sports Event May

Spring Family Campout June 4 - 6



TRIBAL NEWS

APACHE TRIBE

The Apache were very excited to see so many
people at the Pilgrim Feast and we want to say
thank you to the Chumash and Blackfeet tribes for
putting on such a great event and for the delicious
food. Our new members who were inducted during
the ceremony included D.J., Ryan, Jacob, Harrison,
Gabriel and Anthony. Congratulations and
welcome to the program. We look forward to
future events with you and building some lifelong
friendships.

We also had a great time walking in the Granada
Hills Parade. The little bit of rain did not stop us
from having fun, waving and wishing everyone a
“happy holiday” and dispensing a little Silly String
on each other and the crowd. Walking and spraying
Silly String were Will, Corey, Matthew, Evan,
Zachary, D.J., Ryan, Jacob, Harrison and Gabriel.

While it is a busy time of the year full of holiday
parties and decorating, the Apache are getting
ready for Camp Whittle. Josie has promised plenty
of snow so we look forward to seeing you all up on
the sled slopes.

Happy holidays and a blessed New Year.

Chief Hungry Bear

SEMINOLE TRIBE

Well the holiday season is already upon us… It is
amazing it is already almost 2004! The Seminoles
have a lot of new faces this year and everyone is
excited about our upcoming trip to Camp Whittle.
Our only returning members, Jumping Wolf
(Stefan George) and Fire Wolf (Bobby Alderman)
look forward to sharing their experience and
knowledge of the campgrounds to all.  It looks like
we may have quite a bit of snow this year so the
Nation Games and the weekend should be quite
fun.

This year, we had a large group of Seminoles turn
out for the Granada Hills Holiday Parade.
Participating in the Parade this year, along with our
two returning members Jumping Wolf and Fire
Wolf, were Little Drop (Tyler Steinmetz and his
father Jeff), Jumping Trout (Garrett Enderle and
his father Ralph), Star Fox (Tanner Smith and his
father Forrest), Fire Breathing Dragon (Luke
Mayberry and his father Joel), Little Turtle (Daniel
Fenstermacher and his father Carl), and Dark Owl
(Aidan Gross and his father Dan).  We went
through a lot of Silly String and all of us had a
really great time.  However, we surely missed our
theme song blaring along Chatsworth Avenue!

See you all in Big Bear.  The tribe has spoken!

Screaming Wolf (Gene George)
Chief, Seminoles 2003-2004



CHUMASH TRIBE

Happy Holidays from the Chumash! 
 
We would like to thank everyone for the great turn
out at the Pilgrim Feast.  Especially since Friday
nights are not easy for many of us.   Rosie's did a
great job on the food and their was plenty of it! 
Special recognition needs to go to Doug Aberle for
his efforts in putting together the food the last few
years.  He has done a great job! 
 
The Chumash are looking forward to Camp
Whittle!!! We have been consulting the Chumash
elders on how to assure the most snow possible.  
See Scott Cohen for more details....
 
Lastly, on behalf of the Chumash tribe we
congratulate the YMCA on the award for "Best"
float in the Granada Hills Holiday Parade.  It must
be the silly string that puts us over the top! 
 
Neil Bernstein

CHINOOK TRIBE

Happy Holidays to all our fellow Guides and
Princesses!  The season has certainly been busy for
the Chinook tribe.  On November 19th we had our
monthly meeting at the home of Black Feather and
Little Dancing Bear (Brian and Makenzie Ambrose).
A great time was had by all as we worked on our
wooden turkey necklace craft, which put everyone
in the Thanksgiving mood.  Thanks to Brian and
Makenzie for hosting a great meeting.

Two days later a good portion of our tribe attended
the Pilgrim Feast and Induction Ceremony.  What
a great campfire!  Whenever I'm on campus at Our
Lady of Lourdes, I can still hear the echo of the
Four Winds:  "I will listen while others speak. . . I
will listen while others speak. . ."

So here's a Christmas Parade riddle:  How much
Silly String does it take to cover a chief's vest?
Answer:  As much as one side of the float can spray
on him from Petit to Balboa!

We have one meeting left this year, and then it's
on to Camp Whittle.  Have a great Holiday season,
everybody.  See you in the snow.  Chinook rocks!

MOHAVE TRIBE

Members of the Mohave Tribe (Circle?) were out in
force at the Granada Hills Holiday Parade, braving
60-degree weather and intermittent sprinkles.  But
have no fear you can see from the photo this is a
hardy bunch.  In a related story, the makers of Silly
String recently reported a sharp rise in second
quarter sales, when asked to comment the
company’s C.E.O. had but one word “MOHAVE”.
And where did all that Silly String go…just ask the
Mohave Mommies – many of whom are still
removing bits from hair and clothing.

Looking forward, Mohave members are eager to hit
the snow at Camp Whittle along with the rest of
the Nation, first thing in ‘04.  After that camp Fox.
And before you know it, it will be time for the
Holiday Parade again -  Gee, we better get that Silly
String order in.



North Valley Family YMCA
Guides & Princesses

January 2 to January 4, 2004

Cost:  $75 per person
Source Code: 550.FL.0806.31

INCLUDES:  The fee includes all camp activities, patch, Nation t-shirt,
lodging and meals (Breakfast, lunch, dinner on Saturday, and breakfast on
Sunday).

DEADLINE:  Please register by December 26.

Bring your cold weather gear and snow toys, games and snacks (optional).

Note:  If you have children in different tribes, please let us know so that we
may make the most convenient cabin assignments as possible.

Hot chocolate and cookies will be available for those arriving on Friday night
in the dining hall.  The barbeque, plates and utensils will be available for
your use on Friday night; dinner is supplied by the tribe.

For road information, call 909-866-ROAD.

Remember to bring warm clothes, car chains are advisable.

For more information, contact your tribal chief or Josie at the YMCA at
818-368-3231 or by e-mail at JosieRea@ymcala.org











Location:
Matador Bowl

9118 Balboa Blvd, Northridge
Cost:

$15 per child
$3.00 per dad

Space is limited.  Children’s fee includes bowling and a
patch. Dads fee is patch only

Everyone must pre-register by Feb. 4

Saturday, February 7
5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Guides & Princesses
Cosmic Bowling
Saturday, Feb. 7

North Valley Family
YMCA at Porter Ranch

11336 Corbin Ave.
Northridge, CA 91326

818-368-3231

North Valley Family YMCA at
Porter Ranch


